FINANCIAL AID GENERAL INFORMATION

Your education is an investment in your future.  However the rising costs of an education can make it difficult for students and their families to afford college tuition and related expenses.  The Financial Aid office at Blackhawk Technical College is here to help you identify your options for educational assistance as you pursue your education.  

For priority consideration of your application for aid at Blackhawk Technical College you must apply by: 
· April 30 if you plan to begin in the fall semester

· October 31 if you plan to begin in the spring semester

· March 31 if you plan to begin in the summer semester

NOTE:  You only need to apply once per academic school year.

For detailed information about the application process to receive financial aid at BTC please go to the BTC Checklist on the website.  

The type of financial aid provided will differ for each student because the aid package is designed specifically for your individual needs and circumstances. A single type of financial aid rarely meets all educational expenses. Therefore, financial assistance generally must come in the form of a combination of financial aid.

There are four basic types of financial aid.  
GRANTS

Grants typically do not have to be repaid and are usually need-based.  Applying for grants is done by completing the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) at www.fafsa.ed.gov.  Some types of grants that may be awarded are the federal Pell grant, federal Supplemental Educational grant (SEOG), Wisconsin Higher Education Grant (WHEG), Talent Incentive Grant (TIP), Minority Retention Grant, and Native American/BIA grants.

LOANS

Low interest loans are available to students and must be repaid.  The FAFSA must be submitted to determine loan eligibility.  The Subsidized loan is a need-based loan while the Unsubsidized loan is non need-based.  You apply for this type of loan through the BTC Financial Aid Office.  

SCHOLARSHIPS


There are a number of scholarships available through various offices at BTC and do not need to be repaid.  There are also several scholarship searches available on line.  

FEDERAL WORK STUDY

The Federal Work Study program provides part time employment for students and is based on financial need.  

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS

· Demonstrate financial need (except for certain loans and scholarships)

· Be a US citizen or eligible noncitizen with a valid Social Security number

· Be working toward a degree or certificate in an eligible program

· Have a high school diploma, GED, or pass an ATB (Ability to Benefit) test

· Register with the Selective Service if you are a male

· Maintain satisfactory academic progress while attending BTC as stated in the policy available in the Financial Aid office.

· Not be in default of a student loan 

· Use federal and state aid only for educational purposes.
HOW IS THE AMOUNT OF MY AID DETERMINED?
The Cost of Attendance (COA)*, (also known as the Student Budget) minus your EFC equals your Financial Need.  The EFC (Expected Family Contribution) is a number that appears on your Student Aid Report (SAR). The student budget includes tuition, fees, room and board, books and supplies, travel, and personal and incidental expenses. 

*The COA based on fulltime enrollment for fall 2010 and spring 2011 at Blackhawk Technical College for a student living at home with parents is:

Tuition and fees


$ 3506
Books 



$ 1352
Transportation 


$ 1379
Living Expenses

$ 2785
Miscellaneous


$ 1699
TOTAL



$ 10721
The COA based on fulltime enrollment (15 credit hours) for fall 2010 and spring 2011 at Blackhawk Technical College for a student living away from home is:

Tuition and fees


$ 3506
Books 



$ 1352
Transportation 


$ 1379
Living Expenses

$ 6146
Miscellaneous


$ 1699
TOTAL



$ 14082
Financial Aid and any other outside resources cannot exceed the student budget.

ENROLLMENT STATUS

Enrollment status is based on the number of credits you are enrolled after the 80% refund period.  
Full time

12 or more credits per semester
Three Quarter

9, 10, or 11 credits per semester

Half Time

6, 7 or 8 credits per semester

Less Than Half Time
< 6 credits per semester

For more detailed information on Enrollment Status and how it affects your financial aid please refer to the BTC Checklist.  
